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Are you rich?

Percent of people in the world at different
poverty levels, 2005

F oo 5.58 5.06 474 3.86 332 1.31
§ ::: | Only 1/5 of the world’s {
E .- population earns more than $10 5.15
2 o a day!
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QUESTION OF THE DAY

True or False?
We live in a world of scarcity.




Lessons for living in the
spiritual economy.

Get rich — toward God!

Know your economic imperative.
Spiritual economics 101

Beware mixing economic principles!
Invest In the spiritual economy

Master the two secrets to success.

Manage debt God’s way

Avoid spiritual bankruptcy.
Use wealth wisely

Give back—before it’s too late.
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Natural Economics 101

Supply & Demand set prices—and

: - b
drive the economy. Mm
I——"
If you are a consumer, when the price m ‘\ ——
goes up, you buy /ess. oot \B
\:ﬁmd e i
If you are a business, when the price |~ [ @
goes up, you produce more. b @})._ ﬂ
e

These principles work the world over.



Natural Economics 101

Chicago Board of Trade

For this to work well, you need lots of ..‘ 7 .74".«0'
buyers and sellers — what economists f- "\
call “perfect competition.”

If there is only one producer 2>
monopoly. A few -> cartel.

If there is only one buyer 2
monopsony.

To prevent this, there is a government
“umpire.”







Corn Prices Go Up When Stocks are Low
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The Global Downturn has dampened global demand...
But China is still consuming more!

World Liquid Fuels Consumption
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Scarcity & Want have a
huge impact on our society.

« “They're going fast....get yours
now!”

* “You could own the only one in your
neighborhood!”

+ “We can’t give you a raise this
year...the CEO got one instead.”



Often with nasty
side effects.

» Selfishness

* Greed

» Cut-throat competition
* Win/Lose tactics



Spiritual Economics 101

There is no supply and demand—in fact, no currency.

It is a “Kingdom Economy” — overseen by an all-
powerful ruler.

There is a/lways more to go around.

Your wants will be filled, completely filled, all the time!




An ABUNDANCE Economy

”Loo!c toward hcavcn, and
number the stars, if you are able
to numberthem.” T hen he said to
him, "So shall your descendants

be." And he believed the
_ORD; and he reckoned it to

him as rightcousncss.
Gen 15:5-6 RSV




An ABUNDANCE Economy

1] have seen the affliction of my Pcoplc who are in Eij t..

and l have comz down to dﬁlivcr them oFt of tll'rc han ofthc

Egy tians, and to bring them up out of that andto a good
a]?\c] broad land, a land ﬂowiil;g with milk and honey.

Ex. 3:7-8 RSV




The Lesson of Egypt was to prepare
them — and us!- for this new economy.
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7 years of Plcnty Turnedinto 7 years

of want.

And lsraclfound lenty only throu
the guiding hand of Joseph . 4

And the lcac]crship of Joshua.




An ABUNDANCE Economy

We came to the land to which
you sent us; it flows with milk
and honey, and this is its fruit.

Num 13:27 RSV




An ABUNDANCE Economy

Ancl the twelve gates were
twelve Pcar]s, each of the
gates made of a singlc Pcarl,
and the street of the city was
pure golcl, transparcnt as

g]ass.
Rev 21:21 RSV




In the spiritual economy, one commodity is
more abundant than all others.

Bccausc of one man's tres ass, death rcigncd through
that one man, much more wiﬁ)thosc who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gi{:t of rig[')tcousncss
reign in life tl':rougl': the one man Jesus Christ.

Rom 5:17 RSV




In the spiritual economy, one commodity is
more abundant than all others.

| aw came in, to increase the trespass; but where sin
increased, grace abounded all tie more, so that, as sin
reigned in fcat[-), grace also might reign through
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus (hrist our

| ord.

Rom 5:20-21 RSV



In the spiritual economy, one commodity is
more abundant than all others.

s

T he kindness and the love of (God our Savior toward
man aj)]:carccl, not by works of rightcousncss which we
have one, but accorcling to His mercy He saved us ...

which Hc Poured out on us abundant]3 through
Jesus C hrist our Savior.

Tit. 3:4-6 RSV




In the spiritual economy, one commodity is
more abundant than all others.

And the grace of our
| ord was exceedin ly
abunc‘ant*, with fait
and love which are in

(Christ Jesus.

1Tim1:14 NKJV

huperpleonazo (5250): to super-abound




In the spiritual economy, one commodity is
more abundant than all others.

n him we have
rcdcmption tl'\rough his
Dlood, the Forgivcncss
of our trcsPasscs,
according to the riches
of his grace which he

lavished® upon us.

Eph 1:7-8 RSV

perisseuo (4520): to cause to super-abound




Spiritual Economics 101
Contentment overtakes want.

Give, and it will be given
to you; ood measure,
presse down, shaken
together, running over,*
will be put into 5ourlaP.

Luke 6:38 RSV

huperekchunoo (5420): to pour out beyond measure; to overflow



Spiritual Economics 101

Contentment overtakes want.

17 As forthe rich in

this world, charge them & “IA
W A s
not to be haug ty, nor j .:3-’5’:3&,:?,
to set their hopcs on ,’;';‘,:‘322‘.7;‘
uncertain riches but on i
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1 Tim. 6:17 RSV

plousios (4145): abounding; abundantly supplied




Spiritual Economics 101
Contentment overtakes want.

The immeasurable
riches® of his grace in
kindness toward us in

(Christ _Jesus

Eph 2:7 RSV

ploutos (4149): from pletho (4130), to fill literally or figuratively



e "f’:"{
TR 15 su{:ﬁacnt {:or you...
5 N T 2 Cor. 12:9

| have lcarncd, in whatever state | am,

therewith to be content.
Phil 4:11



Natural & Spiritual Economics:
Different Principles—SAME world.

Docs one give way to O" CIC{ we get them
the other? mixed up?




Scarcity or Abundance Thinking?

e Matthew 14
i
Thisis a lonelg lace, and the clag IS NOW R
over; send the cnl”:;wds away to go into the v Scarc1ty
viuages and bug food for tgemsclves. (v. 15)
Jesus said, "Theg need not go away; you v
give them somcthing to eat. (v. 16) Abundance
Thcg said to him, "\We have onlg five loaves v Scar City

here and two fish” (v. 17)




Scarcity or Abundance Thinking?

s e s 20 X
«EErspEn Y ewan ™
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Bring themhere tome. 19 | hen he

ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass;
and taking the five loaves and the two F;gsh he
looked up to hcavcn, and blessccl, and broke
and gave the loaves to the c]isciplcs, and the
disciplcs gave them to the crowds. (v. 18-19)

And t]‘ney all ate and were satisfied. (v. 20)

And they took up twelve baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. 21 And

those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children. (v.20-21)

Matthew 14

v Abundance

v Abundance

v’ Super-Abundance




Scarcity or Abundance Thinking?

1 Kings 17

Avrise, go to / ar'ephath, which bclongs to
Sidon, and dwell tEerc. Beholc‘, | have

commanded a widow there to feed you. (v. 9)

...[Eli'ah] he called to her and said, "Brin%

me a little waterin a vessel, that | may drink."
..."Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.
(v.10-11)

As the | ord your (God lives, | have nothing
baked, onlg a handful of mealin ajar, and a

little oil in a cruse; and now, | am gathering a
couplc of sticks, that ] ma goin and prepare
it for mgsel{: and my son, that we may eat it,

and die. (v. 12)

v Abundance

v Abundance

v’ Scarcity



Scarcity or Abundance Thinking?

1 Kings 17

Fear not; go and do as you have said; but

first makeic a little cak?i of it and bring it to v’ Abundance
me, and afterward make for yourself and

yourson. 14 f:or thus says tEc Lord the

(od of lsracl, ‘Thejar of meal shall not be

spent, and the cruse of oil shall not fail, until

the dag that the | ord sends rain upon the

earth. (v. 13-14)

She went and did as Elﬁah said (v. 15) v Abundance

She, and he, and her household ate for v Abundance
many dags. (vl 5)

Thcjar of meal was not spent, neither did the cruse of oil fail (v.16).




Day by day, do we live
by the principles of...




Are we citizens of the natural or
spiritual economies...or both?

5carcity Thinking’? Abundance—rhinking’?




Natural economy ... Or spiritual ?

““We have to preserve the truth.”

Is the truth scarce or abundant?
Do we preserve it?
Or do we share it with others?

Does it matter how we think about this?



Natural economy ... Or spiritual ?

“We cannot break bread with someone
from ‘another fellowship.’”’

Is the Lord’s sacrifice scarce or abundant?
Is our own “grace” limited by sharing it?

Does it matter how we think about this?



Natural economy .

“l pray that | may be
worthy of the
kingdom.”

Will you enter by the
skin of your teeth?

Do you have more
debt than assets?

Is God’s grace
toward you limited?

Does it matter how we think about this?



Scarcity thinking
divides...

Abundance
thinking

unites!




am come that thcy might
have life, and that thcg might
have it more abuwiantlg.

John 10:10

Is this now, future or both?




And (God is able to make all

grace abound to you, so that in all
tl')ings at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in ever
goocl work...You will be made rich
in every way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to (Hod.

2 Cor. 9:8,11



f:aith...virtuc...‘cnowlcc]gc... self-
control...steadfastness...
goc"incss...brothcrlg affection..love.
Forif these things are yours and
abound, thcg ‘(CCP you from Ecing
ineffective or unfruitful in the
knowlcc]gc of our] ord Jesus
(Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these
things is blind and shortsigktcc] and
has Forgottcn that he was clcanscd

from his old sins.
2 Pet. 1:5-9




lmcgou do these things you will never
stumb'c; for so an entrance will be
supplicd to you abundantlg into

the cvcrlasting kingdom of our| ord
and 5aviochsus Christ.

2 Pet. 1:10-11
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